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 CLEIMUN is a joint project between St. Edward High School and the Cleveland Council 
on World Affairs (CCWA). It was born out of a discussion I had with Dr. Gregg Good, shortly 
after my arrival in Cleveland in August 2014 to take up the newly created post of Director of In-
ternational Programs.  As an experienced MUNer, I was keen to build on the growing MUN tradi-
tion at St Ed’s, backed by Dr. Good, who himself was a veteran of MUN Conferences from his 
time as a MUN Advisor in Arizona. The idea was to forge a combination of the different ap-
proaches to MUN Conferences pursued on either side of the Atlantic Ocean: the “THIMUN-
style”, practiced across Europe and the “Harvard-style”, practiced across North America. 

 A natural partner for our endeavor was the CCWA , which has a remarkable history of 
promoting MUN and staging MUN Conferences in Northeast Ohio, right back to its inception in 
1945, shortly after the creation of the United Nations itself in the shadow of the end of World 
War Two. CCWA has thus promoted the ideals of diplomacy, research and analysis, as well as an 
understanding of global awareness and international mindedness amongst thousands and thou-
sands of students across the region for over seven decades, which is an astonishing and outstand-
ing record of commitment! Mrs. Maura O’Donnell-McCarthy, the CEO of the CCWA, was enthu-
siastically in favor of the partnership, and the appointment by CCWA of Mr. Charlie Polinko as its 
full-time MUN Specialist saw the partnership blossom.  

 Our pilot inaugural conference in October 2015 saw around 70 delegates enjoy prepara-
tion and debate of a significantly high order, rounded off by an excellent MUN Crisis Event involv-
ing all the delegates on the last day. One of the key distinguishing features of CLEIMUN is the mix 
of pre-prepared Draft Resolutions going through an Approvals Panel before being formally debat-
ed in committees (the “THIMUN-style”) with the creative energy and ability to negotiate solu-
tions informally provided by the “Harvard-style” through the use of Unmoderated Caucuses. This 
hybrid approach was very successful back in 2015 and forms the basis of our approach for CLEI-
MUN17. Another key feature of CLEIMUN is the involvement in a professional support capacity 
of really experienced former MUNers from England as Rapporteurs (or guiding facilitators) who 
provide expertise in planning, operational strategy and in running the all-important Approvals Pan-
el. Thus, CLEIMUN is truly an international affair! 

 And so, with just weeks to go, I want to thank you for committing to this event.  I do 
hope you enjoy every minute of it! 

-Michael Perrins 

Director, CLEIMUN17 
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Meet Jenni Carney, CCWA Membership and Development Mgr. 

Meet Charlie Polinko, CCWA Program Manager 

Meet Maura O’Donnell-McCarthy, CCWA CEO 
1) Is there one defining fac-
tor in your upbrining that 
caused you to want to get 
involved with foreign affairs 
and outreach? 

The most impactful, life changing 
experience of my life was to 
move with my family to Seoul, 
Korea in 1966 where my father 
had accepted the position to be 
the first country director for the 
U.S. Peace Corps and took my 
mom and 8 kids to Korea. Imag-
ine being kids from Fairview 
Park, going to St. Angela’s, com-
ing from a long-time west side 
family who never really lived 
anywhere else- heading off to 
Korea! We were definitely out 

of our comfort zone, but we all 
had great attitudes about this 
incredible adventure. 

2) Can you describe why you 
believe it is important to be 
internationally-minded in 
the world today?  

Life is so much more fun in the 
international lane!! We only truly 
understand our world in Ameri-
ca by understanding the larger 
international world. The free-
doms we possess aren’t duplicat-
ed in many parts of the world. 
We may gripe about our govern-
ment and president elect, but we 
have to keep in mind that our 
elections are held every 4 years 
and to date, no one has manipu-

lated that cycle. Not true in 
many parts of the world. The 
U.S. isn’t perfect, and we have 
much to improve in the areas of 
civil rights and public education; 
however. 

3) Where is your favorite 
place to go in Cleveland? 

I will share one of the best kept 
secrets and perhaps it is my 
favorite place. The Rockefeller-
Greenhouse. It is the City of 
Cleveland’s greenhouse – it is 
open to the public and it is just a 
lovely, a not crowded space with 
very interesting and seasonal 
displays of plants and flowers.  

 

Program Manager for Mod-
el UN and Academic 
WorldQuest in 2016. He 
has also supported the 
Council’s youth exchange 
leadership programs. Char-
lie joins CCWA with a 
depth of collegiate Model 
UN experience, and past 
experience with CCWA’s 
youth exchange programs. 
Charlie holds a M.A. in 
Global Interactions from 
Cleveland State University, 

As taken from the 
CCWA’s official 
website:  
 
“Charles Polinko 
joined the Cleve-
land Council on 
World Affairs in 
May 2015 as the 
Program Coordina-
tor for CCWA’s 
Model United Na-
tions program. He 
was promoted to 

with a specialization in In-
ternational Youth-Based 
Development.”  

grew up in the Cleveland area 
and he convinced me that Cleve-
land is the place to be! Cleveland 
is a very welcoming place and 
friends and family have helped 
me feel like home. It was a 
smooth transition. It shaped my 
way of seeing the world and 
helped develop a curiosity about 
the world.   

3) Why did you want to join 
the Cleveland Council on 
World Affairs? What is your 
current position?                                                          
I am Development and Member-
ship Manager at the Cleveland 
Council on World Affairs. It is a 

great organization where I can 
engage with world affairs right 
here in Cleveland. CCWA con-
nects my personal interest in 
global issues to my professional 
background. I joined the council 
staff more than four years ago 
but I had attended some events 
and been on the mailing list for 
years before joining the staff. 

4) Where is your favorite 
place to go in Cleveland? 
My favorite way to start a day is 
to walk to On the Rise Bakery in 
Cleveland Heights for breakfast - 
their breads are amazing and 
they even bake authentic Finnish 
rye bread! 

1)  How was life growing up 
in Finland? 
Growing up in Finland we en-
joyed many of the same things 
American kids enjoy. I grew up 
in a small town where we went 
skating on a frozen lake in the 
winter and biked with friends on 
long summer nights when the 
sun didn’t set until well after 
midnight.   
 
2)  When did you first move    
to the United States? Was 
the lifestyle transition diffi-
cult? 
I moved from Helsinki to Cleve-
land ten years ago. My husband 

Charlie 

Polinko 

Jenni Carney 

Photo: CCWA 
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1) What is the biggest difference 
between your lifestyle in England 
and your lifestyle in the US? 
The space, the space!! The USA is so 
vast physically that everything takes 
on a different dimension – and there 
is a LOT more space available, partic-
ularly here in Northeast Ohio! The 
prevalence of the car as an essential 
means of transport – again with the 
exception of those big cities – is also 
different . 
 
2) What has been your favorite 
MUN experience at St. Ed’s and 
abroad? 
This may sound cheesy – but watching 
kids getting introduced to MUN, 
being all confused and worried and 
then suddenly “getting it” and blos-
soming and developing into budding 

“MUNiverse experts” The role of the 
CCWA in all of this is also very im-
pressive – especially their proud his-
tory of MUN involvement right back 
to the early days of the UN itself! 
 
3) Out of all the countries that 
you have traveled to, which has 
been your favorite? Why? 
I have now travelled to over 40 coun-
tries and six continents (just the Ant-
arctic to go now) and you may be 
surprised that I find that a difficult 
question to answer as all of them 
have their wonderful moments and 
sides to them – and all also have their 
warts, problems, idiosyncrasies and 
absurdities! The USA – for all of its 
challenges and the love-hate relation-
ship it engenders amongst some 
across the globe – remains a great 

place overall with lots to recom-
mend it! 
 
4) What makes CLEIMUN spe-
cial to you? 
The fact that we managed to start it 
from scratch in a relatively short 
space of time and that it is starting 
to capture the attention of many – 
in addition to its successful blending 
of operating styles and its ability to 
bring disparate groups of people 
together. This year we have partici-
pants in various forms from three 
continents (four if you want to be 
technical about my original back-
ground) and across the local spec-
trum of society too – so that is 
pretty special.  

debate and proclaiming very seriously 
the "Dumbledore's Magic Wand 
Protocol" (essentially whatever the 
resolution said the technology did, it 
did) to much general hilarity. 
 
3) What are your responsibilities 
as a Rapporteur? 
Rapporteurs are there to help out 
wherever we can. We are former 
MUN Secretariat members who have 
pretty much seen it all. Ollie and I are 
splitting our roles, and I will be fo-

1) How long have you been in-
volved with Model UN? 
I have been involved with Model 
United Nations for 9 years. 
 
2) What is the funniest thing 
that you have seen while in com-
mittee or at a conference? 
When I was Vice-President of the 
Haileybury MUN Security Council in 
2010, we were discussing the Interna-
tional Maritime Piracy and there was 
a huge argument about the differ-
ences between sonar and radar. This 
resulted in the President stopping the 

cused on the Standard Rules of 
Procedure, debates, and the Gen-
eral Assembly. 
 
4) What makes CLEIMUN 
special to you? 
CLEIMUN is great because it is a 
fusion conference. Those of us who 
are familiar with both Harvard rules 
and THIMUN rules know there are 
flaws in both. The CLEIMUN RoP, 
aims to take the best of both to 
produce better quality debates 
and resolutions. 

2) Have you learned anything 
significantly impactful from all 
the conferences that you have 
attended? 
I would say talking to others from 
different cultures and  backgrounds, 
negotiating signatories, and merging 
resolutions with others, really taught 
me a lot about working in the real 
world. What I learned doing MUN I 
take with me wherever I go. 
 
3) What are your responsibilities 
as a Rapporteur? 
We put forward our collective 
knowledge in the planning and imple-
mentation of a conference. One of 

the key areas of MUN we know 
back to front is Approvals. We are 
the ones approving and rejecting 
your resolutions.  
 
4) What makes CLEIMUN 
special to you? 
This will be my first time attending 
a conference in America. It will be 
really interesting to see how the 
European system of Model United 
Nations works across the pond. It 
will also be great seeing and meet-
ing everyone who has put all the 
hard work into the conference. 
 
 

1) How have you brought tech-
nology to conferences around 
the world through your compa-
ny, Muniverse? 
MUNiverse started off as a very 
'interesting' concept while rappor-
teuring at a conference in the UK. 
Our aim was to help with training 
delegates and chairs in schools and 
colleges, as well as help advisors and 
directors set up new conferences. 
Technology has been a really big part 
of our company since our incorpora-
tion. The ultimate answer to the 
question is simply teamwork and 
infrastructure.  
 

Meet Oliver Hirschfield, CLEIMUN17 Rapporteur 

Meet Andreas Payne, CLEIMUN17 Rapporteur 

Michael Perrins 

Oliver 

Hirschfield 

Andreas Payne 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

CLEIMUN17 Student Officers 
 For the 2017 Cleveland International Model United Nations Conference, we are 
fortunate to have a talented and diverse group of Student Officers who will run the 
conference.  Their names and positions are below.  The biographies and photos of these 
students were featured in Volume 2, Issue 1 and Volume 2, Issue 2 of The Plain Delegate. 

 

Secretaries-General: George Hildebrandt and Frannie Smith 

President of the General Assembly: Anthony Perrins 

Vice President of the General Assembly: Charlie Giganti 

President of the Security Council: May Xiao 

Vice President of the Security Council: Claudia Stephens 

Head of Press: Dylan Zsigray 

Coordinator of Admin and Security Personnel: Nolan Corcoran 

 

Disarmament Committee (DISEC): Junaid Mahmood (Head Chair); Marshall Mon-
nete & Quinn Patton (Joint Deputy Chairs) 

Environment and Ecology Committee (E&E): Vincent Glidden (Head Chair); 
Catherine McCarthy & John Swansinger (Joint Deputy Chairs) 

Economic and Social Committee (ECOSOC): Ricky Gilmore (Head Chair); Lexi 
Mealey & Mariam Tsutzkridze (Joint Deputy Chairs) 

Human Rights Committee (HR): Alexis Defreitas (Head Chair); Fraser Hamilton & 
Emma Legeay (Joint Deputy Chairs) 

Political Committee (POL): Joe Rigutto (Head Chair); Fiona Gaffney & Maggie Seikel 
(Joint Deputy Chairs) 
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CLEIMUN17 Press Team Media Use 

Overview of Electronics Use During CLEIMUN17 
 CLEIMUN prides itself on being a unique conference experience for all.  One of the defin-
ing factors of CLEIMUN is that we are a 1:1 Electronics Conference.  During each day, delegates 
will be able to use their computers to work on and submit resolutions to the Approvals Panel.  
Delegates will have access to WIFI to do research as well.  Computers may be used in commit-
tee rooms, but must be put away or turned off at the instruction of each committee’s chairs.  In 
most cases, computers will be able to be out in all moments of committee, except for open de-
bate and moderated caucuses.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are not permitted to be 
used in committee chambers.  However, phones may be used in any other location and during 
the lunch period each day. News and important updates will be sent through The Plain Delegate 
online edition (which has a desktop and mobile interface), along with Twitter and Instagram. In-
formation regarding how to submit resolutions to the Approvals Panel will be included in the 
first The Plain Delegate issue of the conference on February 16.   

 The Press Team will be using numerous media platforms during the CLEIMUN17 Conference.  Please note 
that woven throughout all of these platforms are photos.  It is imperative that all registered delegates submit their 
Photography Consent form prior to the conference, so that the Press Team has the ability to best chronicle the 
events during CLEIMUN17.  Below are other media platforms that the Press Team will use: 

The Plain Delegate Online Edition: The online edition of The Plain Delegate (cleimunpress.wix.com/
theplaindelegate) will be used as a real-time information hub during CLEIMUN.  Articles and social media updates 
regarding what is happening around the site, along with in committee, will be published regularly. 

The Plain Delegate Print Edition: The print edition of The Plain Delegate will be distributed to all participants 
each morning as the delegates are walking in.  The print edition will contain important updates, articles, games, and 
photos from the prior day. The print editions are also digitalized online. 

Twitter & Instagram: During CLEIMUN17, Twitter is used very heavily.  All delegates are strongly encouraged 
to follow us on Twitter (@cleimunconf) and to turn on notifications as news updates and important information 
will be communicated first through this platform.  We also encourage all participants to follow us on Instagram. 
Instagram (@cleimunconf) will be home to a photography collection, along with behind the scenes videos through 
the Instagram Stories feature.   
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Contact CLEIMUN 
Web: cleimun.org 

Twitter: @cleimunconf | Instagram: @cleimunconf | YouTube: CLEIMUN Press Team 

 

Emails: 

Conference Information: mperrins@sehs.net 

CLEIMUN Director: mperrins@sehs.net 

CLEIMUN Press Team: cleimunpress@gmail.com 

 

We Look Forward to Hearing from You Soon! 

 

Schools Attending CLEIMUN17 
 After only one year, CLEIMUN is already beginning to experience tremendous growth.  For CLEI-
MUN15, close to 75 delegates from five schools attended the conference. This year, for CLEIMUN17, 
close to 200 delegates from ten schools will be attending the conference!  Numerous schools are also 
returning back for their second CLEIMUN Conference, along with many schools that are coming for the 
first time.  Below are the schools that have officially registered for CLEIMUN17.  

 

Bay High School 

Cleveland Heights High School 

Jackson High School 

Mentor High School 

Orange High School 

 

 

 

Solon High School 

St. Edward High School 

St. George’s School (Chile) 

Saint Joseph Academy 

Westlake High School 


